[Adriamycin in low weekly doses. Latest therapy of advanced cancer of the breast].
Thirty-four patients with heavily pretreated advanced breast cancer received adriamycin in weekly doses of 12 mg/m2. Twenty-two patients (18 assessable) had a performance status greater than or equal to 3 (WHO scale). There were 5 (28%) partial responses, 7 (39%) minimal responses, 3 cases (17%) with no change and 3 (17%) with progressive disease; the mean duration of response was superior to 9 months (range: 3-12 months). In the remaining 12 patients, who had resisted a previous multidrug regimen containing adriamycin, there were 3 (25%) partial responses, 2 (17%) minimal responses, 4 cases (33%) with no change and 3 (25%) with progressive disease; the mean duration of response was superior to 5 months (range: 3-11 months). More than 600 weekly injections were administered with only minor blood and digestive tract toxicities. No alopecia was recorded. The total cumulative dose of adriamycin was superior to 900 mg/m2 in 8 patients; none had clinically evident cardiac toxicity. Adriamycin extravasation with subsequent tissue necrosis occurred on 10 occasions due to the frequency of administration; this problem was solved by the systematic installation of central venous catheters.